

MINUTES OF AN ANNUAL MEETING OF HANWORTH VILLAGE
 HELD ON WEDNESDAY 6th MAY 2026 AT 7.00PM
IN HANWORTH MEMORIAL HALL
Present: Stephen Francis, Vice Chairman, Lindsey Bradford, Peter Low, Sally Martin, Robert Ranger, Dee Holroyd (clerk), two Hanworth residents.  Cllr John Toye (NNDC).

1. Welcome and Address by Chairman of the Parish: Gill Wilton was unable to attend but her report was read by Stephen Francis, who took the meeting
 Report of Chairman of Hanworth with Gunton Parish Council
Gill Wilton
Weds 6 May 2026

Another year of struggling to keep the Parish Council alive.  At Hanworth with Gunton we have managed to do so, unlike our neighbors, Sustead, Metton and Bessingham which have been combined into a single parish.

Local government is undergoing reorganization in Norfolk.  We are losing the district council and the county council which will be replaced by a ‘unitary council’.  This will be much larger than the district but smaller than the county. This council will be larger and more distant than the present council. This will mean that there will be even less local contact than we have now - and decisions made about us and our conservation area will be even more remote.

The process is also removing much of the limited influence which parish and district councils have over local decisions..

So why bother with the Parish Council?

One real reason - White Post Road Common.  Owned and managed by the Parish Council, if Hanworth with Gunton Parish Council goes - then who will get the common?
I don’t claim to know.  What I do know is that it won’t be the village.

Next question: what happens if there is another proposal, or similar to build a field full of mobile homes behind the old post office or elsewhere?  How will the villages response be coordinated.

Or, someone proposes a larger outdoor party venue etc.  I`m sure many of you can think of other examples.

The Parish Council has very little power, and in the future may have even less.   All I ask is that you give it a fighting chance by ensuring that it exists in some form.  You can do this by serving on the Council - not an onerous task at present - but it may prove vital in the future.

Sewers, 
Our application is still live and Anglia Water has been given a grant to do the work - but a final decision has yet to be made.  This is contrary to the BBC News and our MP claiming that they will be built.

Phone box
The phone box has been restored - primarily thanks to Dene Beddell - and although not a phone provider any more it should provide somewhere for information about the village to be displayed.   Thanks Dene.

Traffic
The speed of traffic and the damage caused to signs as the result of accidents has caused concern.  Sadly, we have not been able to transfer our level of concern to the County Council.

Similarly, drivers of heavy goods traffic, mostly sugar beet lorries, who ignore formal advice and drive too fast on small lanes seem not to be concerned about the inevitable consequences of their actions.  Maybe the new highways authority might be more concerned - but I doubt it.

Commons to west of A140 and Memorial Hall
Fortunately these assets are owned by separate free standing bodies.  The Parish Council would like to thank them both for the work they do supporting the village. 


And finally I would like to formally thank our District Councilor, John Toye, for his sterling work for this parish and the others he represents.  He is always obtainable, always listens and does whatever he can to help.   Thanks John.

Gill Wilton

2. Report on Memorial Hall: no report available
3. Report on progress with mains drainage for Hanworth: this was covered in the Chairmans report.
4. Public Questions: There were no public questions
5. Any Other Business: There being no other business the meeting closed at 7.12pm


