
Minutes of Hanworth Parish Council Meeting
 held on February 4th 2026 at 7.00pm in Hanworth Memorial hall

1. Apologies for Absence: none
2. Declarations of Interest: none
3.Cllrs Saul Penfold, John Toye: Cllr SP reported that NCC concentration had been on the local government reorganisation.  This was going ahead with local government elections postponed (a decision currently under  legal review)  until May 2027 when a decision on 1,2 or 3 unitary authorities had been made.  Until a decision had been made, all existing County and District councillors would remain in place with the new system coming into effect in April 2028.
Cllr SP also said that in the next financial year he would have funding available of up to £2,500 which, subject to match funding  could be available to parish councils.  He would send a link to any parish councils wishing to apply.
A question was asked about the bend in White Post Road close to the Gunton Arch.  This was sunless and dangerous, especially in icy weather. This had been logged with Highways.
Cllr JT reported that the NNDC budget had been decided.  New houses would be built with grant funding, subject to some being made available to refugees if necessary.
The council were looking at improving digital services in North Norfolk, aiming especially at enabling devices to remain in operation during power cuts.
Clls SP and JT left the meeting at 7.35pm
.
4. Minutes of the Meeting held on 5th November:  were approved, proposed LB, seconded PL and signed by the chairman.
5. Matters Arising: Drainage onto the Common in White Post Road: no answer had been received to three letters sent. GW would check with the Land Registry the names of the exact owners of the cottages and then visit them with a view to asking them to either pay rent for or to move the septic tanks belonging to these cottages situated on parish council land.
6. Planning: there were no current planning applications
7. Appointment of Data Protection Officer: this had become a requirement for parish councils.  DH was to do a course on DP at the end of February and would present a report at the May meeting
8. Financial Report: the bank reconciliation, showing a current credit balance of just under £3,000 , was signed by by .  A grant £500 for Hanworth Church had been agreed at the previous meeting. Expenditure since the November meeting had been:  
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9. Replace or repair of notice boards: would be addressed.
10. Any Other Business: A request was made for a grit bin to be situated outside Ivy Cottage in White Post road.  DH to ask Cllr SP whether NCC would supply one.
The black/white posts outside Hanworth church needed replacing. DH to report to Highways.
Hanworth church was unheated and unlit.  There were gas lights in place which no longer worked.  Heaters which did not need an electricity supply could be purchased.  Perhaps the Parish Council could take a lead.
11. Date of next meeting:  There would be two meetings, the annual meeting village and the annual parish council meeting.  They would be held on Wednesday 6th May.



